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INGREDIENTS  OF  PLANTS.

Book IV. common processes, and brought into the state of com-
mon sugar. From the experiments of Goettling, it ap-
pears that beet sugar is distinguished by a certain de-
gree of a nauseous bitter taste ; owing, it is supposed,
to the presence of a bitter extractive matter, which
Lampadius has shown to be one of the constituents of
the beet.

Manna,]            21. Manna was long considered as a substance which

fell from the heavens, till incontestible experiments de-
monstrated it to be an exudation from trees. It has
the form of oblong globules or masses, of a yellowish
white colour, and some degree of transparency- It is
the produce of various trees, but is chiefly procured
from the fraxinus ornusy a species of ash, which grows
abundantly in Sicily and Calabria. It partly exudes
spontaneously during the summer months, and is part-
ly obiaiaed by excisions. The juice gradually con-
cretes into a solid mass, or it is dried in the sun or in
stoves *.

Pure manna is very light, and appears to consist of a
congeries of fine capillary crystals. Its taste is sweet,
and it leaves a nauseous impression on the tongue. It
acts as a mild'purgative* When dissolved in water it
may be obtained again unaltered by a gentle evapora-
tion. Alcohol dissolves it when assisted by heat; and
the solution, when set aside, gradually deposites about
.|ths of the manna, in the state of a fine white light
I* spongy crystalline mass, bearing some resemblance to
camphor* This deposite has an agreeable sweet taste,

See Neumanns Chemistry, p. 315, from which all the accounts of
to be found in chcraical botfks have been copied.